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Level

7-12

Social Studies
English/Language Arts
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National Standards

Addresses the following
National Curriculum

Standards:

Social Studies: I, Ill, V, IV
English/Language Arts: 1,5, 7, 9
Music: 6, 7, 8, 9

Muddy Waters: A Case Study in the
Evolution of the Blues

Overview

The blues—music based on African American field hollers, ballads, work songs,
and spirituals—arose out of the Mississippi Delta to become one of America’s
defining cultural contributions. This lesson explores the origins and legacies
of the blues through the person of Muddy Waters. By considering Waters
and his music, students will understand how the blues evolved and spread.

Objectives
Upon completion of this curriculum, students will be able to:

Offer a general history of the blues and the music upon which it is based.
Connect the geographic origin of the blues to the music.

Describe how Muddy Waters illustrates the evolution of the blues.

Use primary source material to enlighten understanding of history and culture.

Demonstrate critical thinking and aesthetic observation skills as they view
museum materials.

Communicate learning using verbal and written means.






